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Children’s Defense Fund

Health Coverage for All Children: Wisconsin

February 2011

All Children Need Health Coverage that is Affordable, Comprehensive, and Simple.

Health Coverage for Wisconsin’s Children:

= 77,000 children are uninsured (5.5% of all children). *

= 423,949 children are enrolled in Medicaid. ~

- 161,469 children are enrolled in the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP).

How affordable is health coverage for Wisconsin’s children? '

= Children’s eligibility is up to 250 percent of poverty ($55,125 for a family of four) through
Wisconsin’s Medicaid expansion program (includes CHIP).

= Wisconsin has a state-funded expansion program for children up to 300 percent of poverty
($66,150 for a family of four).

How simple are enrollment procedures in CHIP and Medicaid for Wisconsin’s children?
= Simplification procedures:
= No face-to-face interview
= No asset test
= Presumptive eligibility for newborns under 250 percent of poverty, age 1-5 under 185
percent of poverty, and age 6-18 under 150 percent of poverty
= Barriers that remain:
= No 12-month continuous eligibility
= 3 month waiting period for children above 150 percent of poverty.
= No automatic enrollment and renewal—which results in children being dropped from
coverage
= No administrative verification of income—the state requires parents to provide proof of
income before a child can get health coverage

Do children in Wisconsin’s CHIP program receive the same comprehensive benefits as

children in Medicaid?

= Yes. Wisconsin is one of 13 states (plus the District of Columbia) that has used CHIP funding
to cover all children eligible for CHIP and Medicaid under one program. As a result, children in
CHIP in these states receive the same comprehensive health and mental health coverage
(through the Early and Periodic Screening Diagnostic and Treatment (EPSDT) benefit) that all
children in Medicaid receive.
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