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Health Coverage for All Children: Rhode Island
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All Children Need Health Coverage that is Affordable, Comprehensive, and Simple.

Health Coverage for Rhode Island’s Children:

= 20,000 children are uninsured (8.0% of all ghildren). ’
= 103,602 children are enrolled in Medicaid.
= 23,253 children are enrolled in the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP).

How affordable is health coverage for Rhode Island’s children? '

= Children’s eligibility is up to 250 percent of poverty ($55,875 for a family of four) through Rhode
Island’s Medicaid expansion program (includes CHIP).

How simple are enrollment procedures in CHIP and Medicaid for Rhode Island’s children?

= Simplification procedures:
= No waiting period
= No face-to-face interview
= No asset test

= Barriers that remain:
= No 12-month continuous eligibility
= No administrative verification of income—the state requires parents to provide proof of
income before a child can get health coverage
= No presumptive eligibility—which forces children to wait until their application is
processed before they can see a doctor

Do children in Rhode Island’s CHIP program receive the same comprehensive benefits as
children in Medicaid?

= Yes. Rhode Island is one of 13 states (plus the District of Columbia) that has used CHIP
funding to cover all children eligible for CHIP and Medicaid under one program. As a result,
children in CHIP in these states receive the same comprehensive health and mental health
coverage (through the Early and Periodic Screening Diagnostic and Treatment (EPSDT)
benefit) that all children in Medicaid receive.
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